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Date of Dispatch: 2007,11.15 
Due Date: 2008.01,15 



OFFICE ACTION 

Applicant Name: Toshiba Matsushita Display Technology 

Co., Ltd. 

Address: 4-1-8, Konan, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, JAPAN 

Attorney Name: Soo-kil Chang 

Address: Hungkuk Life Insurance Building, 9F 226 
Sinmunno 1-ga, Jongno-gu, Seoul (KIM & 
CHANG) 

Application Number: 10-2006-119790 

Title of the Invention: EL DISPLAY APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
DRIVING EL DISPLAY APPARATUS 

Examining the present application, the following reasons 
for refusal were found, and you are notified them under the 
provisions of Section 63 of the Patent Law. If you want to argue 
against them or file an Amendment, please file a Written 
Argument [Enforcement Regulations under the Patent Law, annex 
format 24] and/or an Amendment [Enforcement Regulations under 



the Patent Law, annex format 9] (you may request for an extension 
of the above-mentioned due date for one month each time, and 
you are not separately informed of acceptance of due date 
extension for this request) . 

[Examination Result] 

• Examined Claims : Claims 1 through 8 

• Parts of the present application to which reasons for refusal 
refer and sections of related law 



Number 


Parts to which reasons for 
refusal refer 


Section of related 
law 


1 


Claims 1 and 7 


Section 29 (3) of 
Patent Law 



♦ Patentable claims: Claims 2 through 6 and 8 



* The above patentable claims are based on the examination 
result at the time of this notice for submission of argument 
and may be subject to change hereafter. In order to receive 
allowance of the present application, all rejections made with 
respect to the present application need to be overcome. 

[Specific reasons for refusal] 

1. Since the inventions as recited in claim 1 and 7 of 
the present application are deemed to be identical to the 
invention as recited in the specification or drawings as first 
filed with Patent Application No. 2005-70439 (reference should 
be made to Publication No . 2 007-15828) that has been filed prior 
to the filing date of the present application and that has been 



laid-open thereafter due to the reasons pointed out below 
(wherein the inventors of the present application are not 
identical to the inventors of the previously filed application, 
nor is the applicant of the present application identical to 
the application of the previously filed patent application) , 
they are unpatentable under the provisions of Article 29(3) of 
the Patent Law. 

Notes 

Documents referred to in the examination of the present 
application are as follows: 

- Cited invention: Korean Unexamined Patent Publication 
No. 2007-15828 (filed on 2005. 08. 01. and laid-open on 2007 . 
02. 06.) 

The present invention will be compared with the above 
cited invention hereinbelow. 

1) Comparison of claim 1 of the present application with the 
cited invention 

While the invention of claim 1 of the present application 
is characterized in that an EL display apparatus in which pixels 
having EL elements are formed in a matrix "comprises a constant 
current circuit which generates a predetermined constant 
current; and a gradation voltage circuit which generates a 

3 



gradation voltage; wherein said constant current generated by 
said constant current circuit is supplied to said pixels via 
a source signal line; and said gradation voltage generated by 
said gradation voltage circuit is supplied to said pixels via 
said source signal line" , it is evident from Fig, 9 of the cited 
invention that the current supply portion (280 j) coincides with 
the constant current circuit of the present invent ion , that the 
voltage control portion (260j) and DAC (250 j ) correspond and 
thus coincide with the graduation voltage circuit of the present 
invention, that the data line (Dj ) of the cited invention 
coincides with the source signal line of the present invention, 
and that the arrangement of applying outputs of the current 
supply portion, the voltage control portion, and the DAC of the 
cited invention to the data line via a first buffer and a 
selecting portion coincides with that of the present invention, 
so that the invention of claim 1 of the present application is 
identical to the invention recited in the cited invention. 

2) Comparison of claim 7 of the present application with the 
cited invention 

While the invention of claim 7 of the present application 
is characterized in that an EL display apparatus in which pixels 
having EL elements are formed in a matrix ■ comprises a constant 
current circuit which generates a predetermined constant 
current; a gradation voltage circuit which generates a 
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gradation voltage; a capacitor; and a source signal line which 
supplies said constant current to said pixel; wherein said 
gradation voltage is applied to said source signal line via said 
capacitor", it is evident from Fig. 9 of the cited invention 
that the current supply portion (280j) coincides with the 
constant current circuit of the present invention, that the 
voltage control portion (260 j) corresponds and thus coincides 
with the graduation voltage circuit of the present invention, 
that the capacitors (C to 16C) of the cited invention 
corresponds to the capacitor of the present invention, and the 
arrangement in which a current is applied to the data line from 
the current supply portion and outputs of the voltage control 
portion is applied to the data line via the capacitors coincides 
with that of the present invention, so that the invention of 
claim 7 of the present application is identical to the invention 
recited in the cited invention. 

Accordingly, since the inventions of claims 1 and 7 of 
the present application are identical to the invention as 
recited in the specif icat ion and drawings of the cited invention 
that has been filed prior to the filing date of the present 
application and that has been laid-open after the filing date 
of the present application, they are unpatentable under the 
provisions of Article 29(3) of the Patent Law. 
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[Appendix] 

Appendix 1: KR Publication No. 2007-15828(2007.02.06) 

2007.11.15 

Patent Office 

Information Communication Examination Department 
Image Equipment Examination Team Examiner: Kim Num Ying 

Examiner: Kim Yong Ho 
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